BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 10th July, 2017 at 7.30pm

              In attendance:
	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman), 
D Dempsey
A Hubbard
R Lester


	
Also Present:                          
	 County Councillor R Lindsay

 D Blackburn (Clerk)
 One member of the public
  


The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 C38/17/18     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

  Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors P Bullen, A Guttridge and P Hutchings and District Councillor M Creffield.
 C39/17/18     DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
  The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

  Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard, Lester & Taylor; 

  Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Dempsey, Lester & Taylor; 

  Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester.
      C40/17/18
   DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


   There were none.

      C41/17/18
   MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 12th June, 2017 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

(The Chairman varied the order of business of the meeting as a local resident was in attendance for the item on the land to the east of Artiss Close).

  C42/17/18    OUTCOME OF JUDICIAL REVIEW

A written report had been prepared by Councillor Guttridge for publication in “The Bugle”. It gave details of the successful outcome of the Parish Council’s application for judicial review. This related to the two planning decisions made by Babergh District Council, to grant permission for the erection of 48 new houses in open countryside adjacent to Artiss Close, Bildeston. 
  Babergh District Council had conceded the case at the invitation of the Parish Council’s legal advisers, and agreed to pay the Parish Council’s legal costs. Both planning decisions had been quashed by the High Court.

Members of the Parish Council discussed the implications of the case and felt it was important for parishioners to understand that whilst the Parish Council had been vindicated in pursuing the action, this was not necessarily the end of the matter, as the application could be considered afresh by Babergh District Council or a revised application could be considered at a later date. Members of the Parish Council expressed their gratitude to local people who had supported the legal action.

It was AGREED: That the outcome in respect of the Parish Council’s application for judicial review be welcomed and a report be submitted for inclusion within “The Bugle”.

 C43/17/18     DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
There was no report on this occasion. 
C44/17/18      VILLAGE AMENITIES INCLUDING FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO CHAMBERLIN HALL

A written report had been submitted by Councillor Hutchings, in his capacity as Chair of the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee. Proposals submitted within the report included a request for the Parish Council’s assistance to facilitate the mowing of grass around the Village Hall and also grant funding to purchase a table tennis table and provide a badminton court, including marking out of the court in the main hall and acquisition of a badminton net.
Councillor Taylor had liaised with the Grounds Maintenance Operative to add the grassed areas around Chamberlin Hall to the grass mowing rota and this action was supported by Members of the Parish Council.
   It was AGREED: 
a. That the mowing arrangements in respect of the Chamberlin Hall site shall continue for the remainder of the mowing season and reviewed thereafter; and
b. That, in principle, the Parish Council agrees to provide grant support for the improvement of sports facilities at Chamberlin Hall (as specified in the report presented to the meeting), subject to further information being provided by the Management Committee on the costs of the proposals and its ideas for promoting the use of these new facilities.

The Parish Council considered a request for a further grant to the Sportsfield Management Committee (Minute 13/17/18 also refers).
It was AGREED: That a grant of £500 be made to the Sportsfield Management Committee to enable it to fix the leaks to the water supply to the pavilion including excavation works, replacement of the stop cock and repair of taps.
Councillor Lester reported that there would be an Open Day at Kings Pightle on Sunday, 16th July, 2017 commencing at 10am with balsam bashing followed by lunch, resident were invited to bring a picnic or items for the barbeque.
 C45/17/18     CLOCK TOWER IMPROVEMENTS

There was a discussion about the provision of a “What’s On” noticeboard on the face of the Clock Tower on the pillar opposite to the existing Parish Council noticeboard.
It was AGREED: That Councillor Hubbard identifies a local tradesman who can construct a wooden noticeboard of good quality and at a reasonable price, and an order be placed for the works by the Clerk.
 C46/17/18     CEMETERY CHARGES

Councillor Hubbard and the Clerk had reviewed the cemetery charges and proposals were submitted which introduced combined fees for burial/cremations and exclusive rights to plots of a period of 100 years.
It was AGREED: That the new charges to Parts A and B of the schedule of fees shall be as follows:
	Part A: Burials

	
	Fee for persons who reside, or have resided in the parish, for a period not less than 12 months
	Fee for persons who have not resided in the parish for a period of 12 months

	First burial and exclusive rights for burial in a plot for a period of not less than one hundred years
	£200.00
	£300.00

	Second burial in double grave
	£65.00
	£130.00

	Reserve for a period of not less than one hundred years, a burial plot in advance of use
	£60.00
	£120.00

	Part B: Cremation

	Designated cremation plot plus exclusive rights for a period of not less than one hundred years
	£150.00

	Cremated remains into double grave
	£50.00

	Reserve for a period of not less than one hundred years, a burial plot in advance of use
	£60.00


 C47/17/18     COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay provided a report and there was a discussion about the new self-assessment arrangements for the identification of approved sites for the deployment of Vehicle Activation Systems. The submission would be assessed by a sub-contractor appointed to support County Highways. It was noted that the matter had been allocated at the previous meeting to County Councillor Lindsay and Councillors Bullen and Hubbard to progress (Minute 25/17/18 refers). 

Councillor Dempsey asked if the provision of additional bollards on Newberry Road could be investigated as it was understood that these works had been approved previously.


It was AGREED: That the Clerk would forward to County Councillor Lindsay any previous communications that he might find helpful with regard to Vehicle Activation Systems and the bollards on Newberry Road.

 C48/17/18     CLERK’S REPORT

Further to Minute 27/17/18, a response was awaited from the Land Registry to the Parish Council’s enquiry concerning the Common Land at Mill Lane. Confirmation had been received that the enquiry was being processed.
 C49/17/18    AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS

    It was AGREED: 

a. That the following payments be authorised/ratified:
	Payee


	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount 
(incl. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£163.06

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£370.60

	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£80.00

	Buildbase
	Grounds Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£191.77

	Buildbase
	Grounds Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£21.72

	Buildbase
	Grounds Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£10.80

	Vertas
	Grounds Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£310.54

	HMRC
	PAYE (to end June)
	Salaries & Expenses
	£569.00

	Gotelee Solicitors
	Judicial Review
	Administrative & Legal
	£52.80

	Sportsfield Management Committee
	Grant
	Community Grants
	£500.00

	W J Green Ltd
	Strimmer Repairs
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£55.57

	W J Green Ltd
	Strimmer Repairs
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£22.35

	Simply Mail Solutions
	Sharepoint & Email
	ICT & Website
	£215.71


      (Note: All the above are payable from the General Fund).
b. That the following receipts be noted: 
	Payee


	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount 

(incl. VAT)

	Andrew Bingham Funeral Directors
	Burial Plot
	Burial Fees
	£130.00


Members of the Parish Council considered the contents of the quarterly report for the first quarter of 2017/18. The Clerk reported that he had not implemented the transfers to designated reserves, which had been approved within the Budget for 2017/18, pending firstly, repayment of the conditional donations which had been made by local people to support the Parish Council’s action for Judicial Review and secondly, re-consideration of the amount of funds which might needed within the grants reserve to support local amenities in 2017/18. These matters should be addressed before the end of the second quarter.
The Clerk had written to donors confirming that their donations would be re-paid in the following two weeks. These repayments would be funded from unrestricted funds in the General Fund and Projects Fund. These Funds would be replenished once the District Council had paid the Parish Council’s legal fees. 
It was AGREED:

a. That the quarterly budget monitoring report for April to June inclusive be received; and

b. That the Clerk repays the donations that have been received from local people towards meeting the Parish Council’s legal fees in pursuing an action for judicial review. 
(Note: These donations were “conditional” meaning that they would only be retained by the Parish Council if its action failed and it had to meet its legal costs subject to the Aarhus cap granted by the court).
C50/17/18       PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
	Reference
	B/17/00901

	Address
	79 High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, IP7 7ER

	Proposal
	Application for Listed Building Consent- Erection of 2m high fence in rear garden.

	Representation to Planning Authority
	There was no objection to the application




   Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions


  There were none.
C51/17/18
 PUBLIC SESSION

There were no issues.
  C52/17/18     MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard reported upon the success of the trailer ride across land owned by Mr James Buckle. There had been a good turnout from the village for the event.

It was AGREED: That a letter be sent to Mr Buckle by the Clerk thanking him for the farm tour.

Councillor Dempsey had reported to County Highways that the steps on Footpath No.1 needed repairing.


It was noted that the next meeting would be held at Chamberlin Hall on Monday, 31st July, 2017 at 7.30pm (in lieu of a meeting in August).

  C53/17/18
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS


It was AGREED: That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.
a. HENRY MORPHEW’S BEQUEST
There was no further information to report as the matter was still with the Charity Commission
b. JUDICIAL REVIEW (B/15/01433/OUT/GP)

     Minutes 42/17/18 and 48/17/18 refer.
 


The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
 Chairman ………………………………………………

 Date………………………………………………….....
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